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Erichson, the retired Austin
city engineer who now has his
own engineering company,
sought out Schamber to serve
on the Turtle Creek Watershed
District Board.
“Arlen is kind of a go-to person,” Erichson says. “If you ask
him for help, he never turns
anybody down.”
Once Schamber is aboard,
it’s not as a passive observer,
Erichson said.
“It’s always in a leadership
role,” he said.
Schamber said the effort
to reduce flooding in Austin
eventually led to the creation of
another watershed district, this
one the Cedar River Watershed
District.
Serving as a watershed district board member isn’t always
easy, Hanson, of the Mower
County SWCD, says. After all,
many of those people asked
to allow water retention on
their property were the ones
who preferred to get it off their
property as quickly as possible.
That made for some contentious
hearings from time to time.
Schamber, he said, brought a
calm to such situations.
“He was always even-keel,”
Hanson said of Schamber. “I’ve
never once seen him animated
… even under fire.”
That wasn’t always the case
with other watershed district
board members, he added.
“Arlen would weigh in with
the exact same tone as if it was
something good (being dis-

that the city of Austin acquired
123 acres of land around the
Hormel estate. Land was
acquired and added to the center over the years, and in 2017,
a new interpretive center was
opened on Earth Day.
Schamber helped build that
new center, which, he says,
utilizes geothermal heating and
has solar panels.

High and dry

Austin, in recent history, has
been plagued by periodic flooding that results when three systems that enter the city – Turtle
Creek, Dobbins Creek, and the
Cedar River – run high.
In 1990, Schamber was asked
to serve on the Turtle Creek
Watershed District’s board.
Someone with an engineering
background, he says, was needed. He was the one representative from Mower County; the
other four were from bordering
Freeborn County. His priority,
he says, was slowing the flow
of water into the city of Austin.
That may not have been the other board members’ focus.
“Sometimes I felt like a lone
wolf crying in the wilderness,”
he says.
But, in time, he worked with
landowners – farmers – to create areas of water retention that
would slow its arrival in Austin.
Many of those retention areas
were creations of natural habitat. Other projects to accomplish
the same centered on tiling and
culverts.

cussed), with a well thought-out
statement,” Hanson said. “He
could kind of diffuse the situation.”

About the kids

Ask Schamber about what
he’s done – and is doing – for
youth in Mower County and,
in particular, Austin – and his
excitement increases.
It began, sort of, in 1991,
when after his two daughters
had completed firearms safety
training that he became a certified firearms safety training
instructor.
Later on, he was one of a few
who pushed for Austin to add
trap shooting as an option for
high school and middle school
students. It wasn’t popular with
all school board members, but
eventually it was approved.
That first year, he said, the hope
was for 30 participants. There
were 60 students who signed
up to shoot trap.
He likes the idea that trap
shooting appeals to students
who aren’t necessarily athletically gifted, or perhaps “don’t
fit” in other extra-curricular
endeavors. And, he adds, it’s
something in which even beginning shooters eventually excel.
He’s seen youth start the year
hitting two or three of the 25
targets – and be hitting 18 or 19
by year’s end. As an instructor,
he says, it’s gratifying.
“You see the self-esteem go
way up. It’s amazing. It gives
these kids something good,” he
says.
And, of course, there’s the
new rec center in the city of
Austin, slated to be built this
summer under the watchful

eye of Schamber, the owner
project engineer. The Hormel
Foundation, he said, helped
fund it, and in doing so will
make the facility accessible to
all kids.
The center will have basketball courts, exercise rooms, a
pool and water park, and much
more.
“We’re trying to provide a
place for kids to go to so they
stay occupied and out of trouble,” he says.
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There’s more

Schamber and his wife, Mary,
have two married daughters
and seven grandchildren,
though Arlen says the kids
aren’t old enough quite yet to
join him on hunts or the fishing
vacations he takes to places like
Ontario, along with Minnesota’s
Lake Winnibigoshish, Leech
Lake, and Lake Mille Lacs.
He also hunts deer in southeastern Minnesota and Montana
– the latter with an old college
buddy.
He’s also the treasurer of the
Cedar Valley Gun Club and a
member of the National Wild
Turkey Federation, Ducks
Unlimited, the Minnesota
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Deer Hunters Association,
and the Rocky Mountain Elk
Foundation.

A monument to Spam

Hormel’s Spam Museum,
Schamber says, is a little bit like
South Dakota’s Wall Drug: a
quirky but popular vacation
destination.
In 2000, he says, Hormel
purchased an old department
store building on the north
end of Main Street in Austin in
which it placed the first Spam
Museum, and added office
space.
Fourteen years later, with
Schamber one year removed
from a four-decades career with
the company, he was asked to
work on a new Spam Museum.
It seems more office space was
needed, and the old museum
would be used for that purpose.
That 14,0000-square-foot
museum opened in 2016. In the
process, Schamber had become,
he says “the only engineer in
that world who’s built two
Spam museums.”
Today, the second edition
of the Spam Museum attracts
about 100,000 visitors each year.
“It is amazing,” Schamber says.

Lake Winnibigoshish
NORTHLAND LODGE

ON LAKE WINNIBIGOSHISH

Located in the Chippewa Natl. Forest • Huge Log Lodge • Modern Hskp. Cabins
• Motors • Bait • Gas • Campgrounds W/ Full Hook-ups • Heated Pool with Water Slide

Excellent Summer Walleye, Northern & Perch Fishing!

(218) 246-8531

www.northlandlodge.com

• OPEN MAY-OCTOBER

Pat & Mike O’Reilley - 17207 Winnie Dam Rd., N.E. -Deer River, MN 56636

Lake Winnie • Deer River, MN
www.highbanks.com • 218-246-2560

Sportsman’s Hideout
21’
RV
Extreme
WE HAVE THE
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WITH THE GUARANTEED
LOWEST PRICES!
OVER 80 IN STOCK!

OPEN YEAR ROUND

Ultra Modern Air-Conditioned Cabins
•Heated Swimming Pool•Campground
•Boat Harbor•Boat & Motor Rental•Guide Service

FAMILY OWNED
& OPERATED

SINCE 1953

15080 Nodak Dr. NE • Bena, MN 56626

218-665-2226

www.nodaklodge.com

1-800-752-2758

Fish Hole Buddy
ROD HOLDERS

The Rod Holder
positions and holds
your rod securely.

Honey Hole

#1 Selling Hole Cover in MN!
Larger Opening Accommodates 10” Augers

ICE AUGER SLUSH BUCKET

RATTLE REELS

Standard or Glow In The Dark

ROUND & SQUARE HOLE COVERS

• Rugged construction for years of use.
• Improved larger opening - 13.2” vs. 11.5”
• Easy to open • Easy to install
• Great for 8” through 10” augers

The Ice Auger Slush Bucket
provides a clean and convenient option for drilling your
holes. The bucket catches the
slush and keeps your floors
clean and dry. Fits all hole
covers. Can be used with 8”
through 10” augers.

These products available at Milaca Unclaimed Freight —

GLOW IN DARK HOLE SLEEVES

The Sleeves are inserted into
the Hole Covers and insulate
your house against drafts.
The GLOWING Hole Sleeve
will glow for an average
of 6 hours.

At prices that can’t be beat!

Financing
available
as Low as
3.99%!

MILACA UNCLAIMED FREIGHT • 1 Mile North of Milaca on Hwy. 169

1-888-478-3633 • 320-983-3969 • MilacaUnclaimedFreight.com

LARGEST ICE CASTLE DEALER IN THE WORLD!

